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is the divine copula between the finite and the Infinite atoning
for the sins of man and revealing the redemptive glory of
God. Religion consists in the co-operation of man with God
in His increasing purpose. Salvation is at-one-ment with
God in His redemptive purpose. In the Zoroastrian scheme,
in which the spirit of righteousness is united with the spirit
of evil in the one God, the elect soul is to ally itself with
the good by absolute piety and purity till in the fulness of
time it passes to the other shore and enjoys eternal fellow-
ship with God in the Kingdom of Heaven. (4) God as Friend t
The sakhya state is the consciousness of equality between
God and the devotee as seen in the case of Gopala and
the cowherd boys of Brndavan and in the case of Sundara-
murtisvamigal. (5) God as Mother or Tdydr or Mdtd: The
motherhood of God is a peculiar type of Vedantic experience
associated with S'ri Vaisnavism and S'aivism. It is S'ri or
LaksmI that changes Is'vara as Law-giver into Redeemer and
thus offers security to the karma'ndden sinner. In S'aivism
and tantra worship, the mother idea stands for the energizing
of Divine Sakti which sustains the soul with love and grace.
(6) God as Child: The vatsalyabhava brings out the
motherly tenderness and care which the devotee exhibits for
God as Divine Child and follows directly from the excessive
love to His beauteous and tender form exhibited in avatdra and
area as seen in the love of Yasoda and Periazhvar and other
Szhvars. (7) God as Bridegroom. In the Naystka'nayaka bhdw
or Madhurabhava as Caitanya calls it in his scheme of bhdvas^
the love of the devotee for the Beloved develops into the
restless madness of a mahdbhdva and becomes the fulfilment
of all other devotions. Love disdains even mukti if it is
emptied of Krsna-love and rejects the Is'varatva exhibited in
the Krsi?a of Mathura and Dvaraka.  The Lord Himself